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	MY:
	So what is your name and what are the initials that you would like for me to use?

	EJ:
	Hi, my name is E, and initials are just EJ

	MY:
	How do you identify in terms of gender and sexuality?

	EJ:
	In terms of gender, I identify as this female and for sexuality I identify as queer. 

	MY
	What are your pronouns?

	EJ:
	My pronouns are she/her. 

	MY:
	What are your thoughts on naming in general and its power?

	EJ:
	My thoughts in general, I think naming is super powerful. I know the name at birth can be very meaningful and significant for some, and the act of renaming yourself and finding a name that suits you more is also very powerful. Honestly, I have a lot of friends who identify as nonbinary or transgender and seeing them pick their names and have so much power. They just look so happy and they look so confident. Almost like they're more vibrant with their new names, and I'm just so happy for them. 

	MY:
	Have you ever thought about if you had a different name or a different nickname?

	EJ:
	I have, yes, growing up, I actually did not like my name, so I constantly was wanting to change it. I was like Thinking about changing my name to just my nickname because I hated my full name, E. But by the time I got to middle school and high school, I actually started to appreciate it a little bit more and come to terms with it and find my identity in it. So I did think I really wanted to be named Rose when I was younger or E or Summer. Yeah, I wanted a bunch of different names, but now I am happy with mine. 

	MY:
	So you have this a little bit, but do you feel that your name or nickname has an impact on your identity?

	EJ:
	It does. I prefer androgyny, so I chose a very androgynous name. It can go either way. My deadname name was very much feminine based. When you saw that name, you thought 'girl', and a name doesn't make what my identity is. I'd be non-binary regardless of what my name is. However, having the androgynous name definitely kind of helps me feel like more comfortable in that identity, like more like set in it, I guess. Less impostor-y in some sort of way.

	MY:
	Do you feel that your name or your nickname has an impact on your identity? And then also off of that like is there an intricate connection between your name and how it fits within your identity?

	EJ:
	I think definitely yes. The main reason I didn't really like my name is because nobody could pronounce it right. I think that really kind of discouraged me from using my name and I was like, it's easier for people to call me [nickname], so just why not just call me [nickname]? Could you say the question one more time?

	MY:
	Yeah. Do you feel that your name or nickname has an impact on your identity?

	EJ:
	Yes, it definitely does, because I was super insecure with my name. In middle school I started to actually get called by my full first name and I kind of started to appreciate it and I got a lot more compliments on my name and I just started to find it pretty myself, so I'm like, I'm going to have people use it more. 

	MY:
	Those are all of my questions, thanks. 



