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	MY:
	What is your name and your initials?

	ELJY:
	Hi, so my name is EL and my initials ELJY

	MY:
	How do you identify?

	ELJY:
	I identify as sapphic, meaning that I like women. I use sapphic and queer interchangeably. I also identify as nonbinary and specifically genderfluid. I use that also sort of interchangeably, depending on how I'm feeling.

	MY:
	What are your pronouns?

	ELJY
	she/they

	MY:
	What are your thoughts on naming and its power?

	ELJY:
	So, in my major, we sort of get a little bit meta about naming. So, essentially naming is like, naming allows us to communicate. Naming and labelling allow us to communicate. And then also the power of a name means the power of existence, if that makes sense? And so if something doesn't have a name, then it is very difficult to describe it in its full entirety.  

	MY:
	What if you had a different nickname or name?  

	ELJY:
	Well, this is funny. I have a bunch of nicknames all bouncing off my one name. But like for the first 21 years of my life roughly, I found out that my name wasn't what I thought it was. And it was sort of weird because all the parts of my name were on my birth certificate, but the arrangement was incorrect. I had a little bit of a crisis, like I'm not who is documented on this piece of paper, it's only half of my full first name. Who is this even?         

	MY:
	Do you feel that your name or nickname has an impact on your identity?  

	ELJY:
	After like legally changing my name to what it is supposed to be, which is honestly more of a name rearrange, I do think that my name has an immense impact on my identity, and it also has a very intricate connection within my identity. I can't really pinpoint anything exactly, but going through the absolute existential crisis of finding out that your name that you've always been called and has been your legal government name was not that at all for your entire life.  I started to think like who am I if my name was not this. Or if my nickname which I usually go by here wasn't my thing. Like who are they? I don't understand that. Going back to your previous question, when I was going through the process of legally changing my name, my dad was like you can change it to whatever you'd like. and I was like, you know what? I'm going to change it to what it was supposed to be 21, no 22 years ago.  Because I don't know necessarily how I would fit in with this funky weirdly spelled name. Sometimes I think that I make my funky long first name into my identity, but you know what? It's as weird and quirky as I am, and so is my one letter nickname.  

	MY:
	That was all I had. Thanks.



