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	MY:
	So what is your name and what are the initials that I can use?

	JJK:
	OK, so my full name is J. My initials are JJK and then my pronouns are she/they.  

	MY:
	How do you identify in terms of like gender and sexuality?

	JJK:
	Yes, I identify as female and then I am also like lesbian. I guess gay, queer, any of that, except it all. I feel like I used queer a lot just as like an umbrella term because it just kind of like I think encapsulates a lot of the like in-betweens, because I feel like even though we have like labels for things, it's still like very subjective, like between each person.  

	MY:
	What are your thoughts on naming in general and its power?

	JJK:
	OK, so I feel like names are so important because they like, especially when you're growing up and you know the people around you are, you know, calling you maybe by your full name or your certain nicknames like there's more than just like the name that's important, but it's like how the name is used too and the connotations around it. I feel like for me growing up, I had like a lot of associations with using my nickname versus my full name because my nickname felt more like kind of like my personality and what I like identified with, versus my full name. I love it and I use it, but it doesn't necessarily feel like I would use it for the same purposes. Names are also used to almost like show support and acceptance towards that person and who they want to be because I think like sometimes it can be more symbolic for people. Like I'm using this different name and I have like other reasons for it. But like on baseline, I just want people to use that name because I feel like I most identify with myself  when people call me that. So I feel like it's also like when people are like able to, you know, be accepting and choose to use the name you prefer. It's also like a 'I care about you and I want you to feel comfortable and like your true self' kind of thing. 

	MY:
	Have you ever thought about if you had a different name or different nicknames?

	JJK:
	I have thought about like if I wanted a different name and and like I spent a long time just really thinking about like what about my name I like and like if I resonate with it. People I talked to who have, like, chosen different names, they they have, they have that choice because they like, have this gut feeling that feeling inside of them that they don't connect to that name or they don't feel like Maybe that name like encapsulates how they feel about themselves or it has like a connotation to maybe like them being younger or, you know, being a certain phase of their life that they're like, maybe I, you know, that's not. That's not who I feel I am right now. And so, I haven't necessarily had like the inclination to be like, I don't resonate with my full name, J and I like there's something else that feels more right. But uh, when I started college, I introduced myself to everyone as [nickname], which was different than high school, where everyone knew me as J. I made that choice for a bunch of different reasons, but also I kind of resonate more with like [nickname] just as who I am, my personality and like how approachable I want to come off. Versus J just feels like so professional. I don't know exactly why, like who I am. So [nickname] feels a lot more natural. 

	JJK:
	But uh, when I, like, started college, I like introduced myself to everyone as [nickname], which was different than high school, where everyone knew me as J and I like I made that choice. Like for like for a bunch of different reasons, but also like I like. I kind of resonate more with like [nickname] just as who I am, my personality and like how approachable I want to come off. Versus J just feels like so professional. I don't know exactly why, it is just who I am. So [nickname] feels a lot more natural. I also coach young kids, so the [nickname] is very easy to remember. It was a choice for a lot of parts of my identity, I guess. But it is not like I am strictly only [nickname]. I'm understanding of either. You know, J is my full name, but I know that it really depends on the person, and like how they feel about those names. And like the differences between them, because sometimes it is like, you know, like someone has a history with like, a certain name that we don't know.    

	MY:
	You talked about it a little bit, but do you feel that your name or nickname has an impact on your identity and like, is there an intricate connection between your name and how it fits within your identity?  

	JJK:
	When I think of my full name, J,  I almost like I think of a part of myself of being young, being a kid and I hadn't fully formed who I am. Even like about like sexuality or identity, you know? When you're young, you don't even necessarily like, well some do and some don't. Like, I feel it really depends and for me, I hadn't until I guess puberty and high school really thought about that. When I think of J, it's not like I don't identify with that name, it's like as I have grown and formed a lot more of my own opinions, views, perspectives on things, I got a better grasp on who I am. [nickname] fits that a lot more and its also a name that people use at where I coach. People use that name there and I guess a big thing with that was like I had my first girlfriend and came out like kind of at [workplace]. That was a space that everyone was really like, supportive of that and so I kind of associate like [nickname] too with like more of like my transition into like my own sexuality and stuff and the people I've met along like that journey have like kind of known me as [nickname], so it's also just like kind of a part of the history of me. J is more of like, yes it is my birth name and I have been named that and I like the name. But my goofy personality, my like identity,  and like how I interact with people, [nickname] just like fits  that. It's hard to explain because it's just like how do I associate like these two letters with how I feel about my identity? It's like I feel comfortable when people like call me [nickname] and it's a bit more like casual. And  I like that because I like to be approachable to people and have them feel like they can talk to me and that kind of thing, so not as much identity for that little piece.          

	MY:
	Those were all of my questions. 



